
May 26, 2008: Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez Memorial Day Tribute

  Honoring our Fallen Heroes and Keeping Our Commitment to Veterans   

  San Antonio, TX -San Antonio, TX - Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez (TX-23) released the
following statement today in recognition of Memorial Day and to make note of actions taken by
Congress and the Veterans Affairs Committee, on which he serves, to boost funding for
veterans and increase support for our soldiers and military families.  

  

  &quot;On Memorial Day, we pay tribute to our fallen heroes-those soldiers who gave the
ultimate sacrifice in service to our great nation. We also honor and thank the young men and
women who are currently defending our freedom throughout the world. Finally, we renew our
commitment to provide relief not only to our brave young men and women in uniform, but to
their families as well.  

  

  &quot;As a member of the Veteran's Affairs Committee I was proud to sponsor a major piece
of legislation that will allow America to keep the promises we made to our veterans as we
celebrate their service to our great nation today.  The Veterans Compensation Cost-of-Living
Adjustment (COLA) Act of 2008 would increase the rates of disability and survivor benefits for
our nation's veterans and was passed in the House last week.  

  

  &quot;Our economy is struggling and as our disabled veterans face what seems like
constantly rising prices for gas, food and other everyday items, it is important that we pass a
cost of living adjustment that helps with everyday needs.  The COLA will help our veterans by
providing better compensation for disabled veterans and survivor families when they may need
them the most.  Many of those who will receive the COLA depend on disability and survivor
benefits as their only source of income.   

  

  &quot;We are also committed to meeting the needs of our troops, from ensuring that they have
the tools and training they need in battle to caring for them when they return home.  In 2007, we
approved the largest increase in veterans' health care funding in the 77 year history of the
Veterans Administration.   

  

  &quot;Just last week we approved the new GI bill, providing our returning veterans an
opportunity to attend college. The New GI Bill fully restores full, four-year college scholarships
for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans - on a par with the educational benefits available after World
War II. Much like the original GI bill helped millions of families and stimulated our struggling
economy after WW II-this legislation will make Iraq and Afghanistan veterans' part of an
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American economic recovery, and help millions of families achieve the American dream.   

  

  &quot;In addition, we have also given our troops a well deserved raise-boosting pay at a rate
of 3.9 percent, we have passed $1.3 billion in tax relief for military families, and approved
several measures to strengthen veterans' health services.  

  

  &quot;This Memorial Day we must remember the more than 4,000 courageous men and
women who have died in Iraq and the 500 we have lost in Afghanistan. Our thoughts are also
with the 32,000 soldiers wounded in these conflicts, and the family and friends struck by the
loss of a loved one.  We also remember those lost in service prior to our current conflicts. I will
continue to give my thanks to those who have served by being vigilant in my support of veterans
and their families.&quot;  

  

  ###  

  Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez is a former social worker who currently serves on the House
Committee on Veterans Affairs and the powerful House Committee on Appropriations.  For
more information on Congressman Rodriguez please visit http://rodriguez.house.gov/ .   
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